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CHAPTER X,

THE FORAY LEAYES A MED TRAIL

The culousl strode fiist with his
daughier, and belilod Desmond sought
the compnny of Barr, Into whoes aym-
patimile our be pourdd the tnle of hin
Fwift wonlng and his hopes e whila
be rognrded his ladylove adoringly.

What Hilmar had te say to her
futhier mpennd! AifMouit of sxplanation,
dging by the blushes and pavess
thatl stemmed the cotnversation, The
eolotal was not slow, howersd, to
Eather the drift of her rofiarks, aud,
though he sighed once or twice, It wus
& pair of sniling eyes that looked from
bensath the ahaggy brows at his
Anuyhtor,

“It vap e nothing but Joy for e,
awerthienrt,” he snld sithiply, “to know
that you ha o the love of an honest
mnn, and that [ cnn bur be aswpred
Desmomnd 18, That he Is & Brave one he
hian amply shown touight. Truly I it
Bl that i hing succesds ke bmpo-
Avnce, Whe bt an  Englisthiman
would have single hapded pssnulted a
fortriss like Skelligen and won & way'
out for ua? Mor that font slona 1
shotld bo proud to esll him son-ln-
Inw."

Hilmar looked up at hor fathor with
grateful an  sdoring cyew  *1 know
one man,” she npswered softly, “who
would have attompted that, and more,
for lila danghter's salke. What wender
It 1 have given over my hoart (o one
who tmost rescthbles bim of any man L
have mot. Nut you don't think, fa-
ther, that 1 have beet a little—a Wi-
"' —

A little boguette? Certalnly, my
own, und not for the Arst thne olther,”

“Nao. you very silly old dad. A little

[~unmaidenly. You ses, | have Known
Mr, Despgond only o e tmore thng 8
fortalghr”

The colonel Inughed and patted (he
golden Legdl that reachod to hie shoul
dor,

"It's quick work for northern ellmes
Yoo should have oot n Neaspelltan,
pwonthourt. Hut the futtre s very
spaciousn bofore you. You will have
mmple thne aud opportunity to forget
all abewd Dommond ver”

“Tupn! As If | shoold ever think of
anylddy else pow! Why, he'n Kissed
me!"

The ecolonel took off his hat ve her
gravely. “That, of course, s concli-
alve,” be admitted, It I8 lmposalble

till we got aboard*'--
rmnomnd,

that Desmond has ever
D

“ ) was only waltin
began

to Imagine
made trial of & similar tneldont,
bhe show his—er<inexpericnee ¥’

Hilpar made a Mite move nt bher fa-
ther as she turned away baughtily,
“It ho bas™ sald she decislvely, ‘‘he's
got to glve the very fullest explava-
tlon, or'—

“Or what? gueried her father po-

litely.
“Or I shall certalnly give him
back" -
“What!" eried the colonel. “You

don't mean to say he's already prodoe-
&d o ring out of this desolation!"

“No. of course not, you ridiculous
father.™

“May | Inquire what 1t Is you pro-
pose to return 1w him, thea ™

“His—kisn," sald Hiliar In falnt
and gullty tones, and the colosol's
peals of laugliter pang down the forest
glades, wlille the blushes rucod most
becomingly acrosa hils duvughter's fuce,

“Can't we share the joke, colonel 7™
enlled Parr from bebind  “1t's early
daya for laughter yet. 1 hases't got
the uiglittuere of Imprisonment out of
my besiy yet, | don't think | shall 11
we're on bioe water, 1 hope to good-
peas we And the yachit all rigat”

It Bwlfan fouiplesd to have the
yacht rendy for a” noswored Preo-
benlns dogmationlly. “yon may safely
bet you'll dod n INe's slow, is
Biofan, but most speomman sure”

Ile drew back sa he dolshed apenk-
ing and wiched Desmond on the arm,
lenving Barr and Himar o walk for-
ward together

“Milusar bhas wid me,” he sald, losk-
Ing the youhg man stendily In the eyes,

“t war ounly wilting till we ot
Bteard™ legny Desmond, bul the
oolohel tatorruptad, “My déar bay, |
kpow, | kpow. ‘T'here Is Bo Deed for
ferwnl declarptlons Dotwoen you and
me, | bave seolt mure of you during
these st ton dayve tan | could In an
erdiniry sls meriths | Dilleve you are
& poot) mns, Dessyond, and | inve seon
you beay yourset! an an Bagliah gen-
tlewinh sbhould whena the shadow of
donth My vory heavlly above you. et
you must forgive uu old father whon
I say that sou bave kpows wy chilld
only a very abob tios, and the aatare
of your forwgatherings bas been ro-
mantie Indesd  Are poo caruiin that
it 1o love to very surety that Blls your

#i

heart for her and not & passing adinl-
ration for a preity girl—] thiok per
baps | may oall ber pretty,” sald the
colonel 1n o Judicious parenthosis—
“with whom you bave been thrown I
circumutascss of lntiinacy and sym-
pathy beyond the common™ .

Desmond amlled 8 gquesr Nittle smile,
“1 think rout may take wy AssurRbce
that | tove her truly, alr,  Last night 1
knew that | Joved her enough o die
for her—and you, Belleve me, | was
ne bappy in the thought as | now am
In heping to live for her”

There wias n stspicious wolsture In
the ald soldior's oyes, He turned sl
lently 1o his companion and beld out
his hand, nid the foung mian pressed
it with a look that was more sloguent

than many words, Then, as bLeeams |

moen who Hre out thelr emetives and

do uot fritter them In le talk. they |

returnid 10 ordinary everyday toples
Hut Desmond’'s heart glowed within
him, and upon his face wan a glory.

| They jolned the other two, and ae
the dar

mond slipped anostentatiously bebind,

b In full swing, Romancs bade therk
linger a fow minotes in the shadow of

its nwakenivg aud which they could
bever hope to 80 ngain.
A fTew nundeed yards abead the

dawn light and stroda mogl:lwanu
of bowiders between the s and
the sliore. Above the rookd oF the Lay
showed the masts of the yaeht, the
fittle R, Y. B burgee still Huttering
AL the main. A sigh of rellef woeut up
from 30 Uritish throats as they recuk- |
pised 1he Mmmillar emblem. They
mounted the great stones beamingly |
and looked down npon thelr foating
bhome. Heslde the taffrall sat an old
man, teotionless and warespousive fo
thelr gladsome shout, His hand les |
od upon the bBulwarks At his foet
iny 4 broken pipe. His whole attltoes |
Lotokened one tired to the lmie of
s xhavstion.

They rmn up 1o the boat that umu:;‘

My from “Me dtern, Woldual to 0
doek snd wont toward Wim.  Overcous |
with the woariness of long vigil old
Hrofan slopt the sleap of the Juet, |
falthful to his post. They rovwed hive,
elnpping Wwiru heartly upon the shoul |
dor, wivd L staresdl Al them drowsily,
Then hig eyes dwelt uper the coloue's
faee, and he bowed his hend belore
Lim In prow] hamilicy

“I have promisod, and | bave doon,*
snld be and Iwd the way to the salogmn,
Ranged round the floor six slevp ng
Humsinns Iny nodd snored their loetl st
sl deep In the Influopee of the laue
dnpmn with which the old man Lnd
dused thelr vodkl

“The plgs!” quoth he
gt

“Hear thom
Ab. the eunning little pigecns!
They thought they bad a prise, 1
made pretense of hiding smuggied
spirite for the Lappe, otn of noble
irth, taking oare to be In sight of
tholr witeh, Ho, ho! How they
Inughed when they enught the poor
old man! And within ten winutes
they slept Hke the dead. Wi the ex-
celloney thraw them ove banrd? They
are but soldiers, scom of Cossnckn,”
The excellency Jdeclined these dinntle

wetsures  with  thanks,  Howerver
rightegusly thoy might appeal to a
Finn,  Boglishinen  couk] bot  briug

thowmselves to murder sleoping foen

This was explained wihth dificoliy to
Btefin and Lars whille the ubeon clous
prisopoes worv Delig Iugged acbom |
They freely exprossod thelr disap wolits
ment and the oplulon that vormin
shotild be destroyed whorover mot

The bhard won apofl was taken
abonrd, and a bopt st out for the sen
opaning, cnrrying a tow jope,  The
yacht's bow was sot westward, and
phe glided slowly belween the rocks
Aud walted I deep water fur the
o.iers oo the mand, whete the fate of
the prisopers wos sl o be dogkded,
Desimond and Fllmare were wandoring
toward the strand as they vonwillingly
loft the foremt of mingled porrow and
delight

"1 feel 1t my duty to shoot the dog"
mnld the eclonel, looking to where Fanl
Proobealas stood betwooh two wublors
“1o's the releptless foe of ['oland-—
aye, and Figland 100"

"We eould hurdly bave hlm imnrder-
ed o cold bleopd" urged Barr, “how-
sver mneh ho deserves L™ |

“Murdared!”  shouted the colopel |
“If evor there was n righteocs exeou
tlen due, 1t I his Do you ke how

blood T™
“That may be” nuswarod ear-
tewmtly, “but we are nat apy ] hia
Jodpen. Lot be this time. The veugo-
aticw of God mnnt ovartake™ - |
A wild yull enine from the yacht. nnd |
the ey upon hot deoks gestieninted o
| thett fraulically. The returning Lost
sligl from ber sides aod spun svross
the Hitle goon taward thew, Impellied
by dwapernie atrobes, They onped upe
lon the bowldoras that oversludowsd
thom o soe whot thdes might nesn
Ot of the forent swuBg & squadoeh
of cavalry st the gntlop. the man wod
lng forwurd lo thele paddles, the wliy of
the shoure vising o o clowd beteath thelr
homses’ fying foel. the paked I_tmlwl
twinkliug I thelr hands AL thely
bowd rode Hke & wtorm the Heutonsnt
aud roared thom ob to slanghte.. el
| wity butwoen the chirgiong loe and the
Mhote Dot and  Hilise:  were
| wheeting routad tn hopeless desperation
| W How
| A ery pesled from betwean the eolo-
| nels lips, & sereumn Rin o the agony
of the dum o'vr whuse young e sagle
bovers, and, siwloging W the gronnd,
he r ed woward thein. Two hundred
yurda were stlll o rib. and tho horses
wire but @ furloiig farther distaut
What bhope was thurs?
The clang of the lron heols and the

Jingle of iho accouterments spl @ the sk
|Iatm-l of the shore. The ratile na &
borse anid rider rolled over auhing the
loose, shotlike stones grated out hilde

olhers sleppod out Inte the lmwlne|

“Dyek, sle, duek! he bawled In the
dnnatirnl  faleetto  of  excitemant,
“Drep bebind & bowider while | riddle
Imr‘

Desmond flung Bl arm about the
girl's walst and rolled with ber to the
ground &t the foot of the bawlier
thai screened the ship from him, With
Heaving breast and burstiog lnalm
fogitives lay Moe 10 earth and walted
seconds that reached Into eons of

| apprebonsion. The grinding erash of

the squadron drew down uvpon them

| with swiftness horrible, The bellow

of the 0 pounder Alled the nir. The

of the plue woods bogan 10 | sorentn of the fAylug grapeshot sang
lighten before them Hilmar and Des: |

over thelr honds. Behiod thom the
ahirieks  of men and the rasp of hoof

Bhortly the bustie of depnriare would | gud sword on the Stones made ae la-
| torue of devilish tpros.

They sprang to thelr feet and stom.

the forest where thelr love tad bad | bled ob toward*tie shove, with source

a Lackward look. Ote fleeting glance

[ gave them ooly s [ndistiset lmpres

wlon of the erimuon feckod tangle out
of which distuounted wet' were diag
glog themselvis slowly. Bull, without

| 8 word they et the eolonel, and he

HUnkod hin wands to thelrs us they ein,
The shiote at lask whare the boat's
prow clhnrged In to meet them as they
reachad the paud! Hilmar was aboard
and the following. Desmond
and the ev ng mallors wood beslde
her in the watey for the last shove,
Tha men whe were closing rank &
hundred yards away ralsed thelr car
bines, A sheet of Oame rolled from
end to end of their lino, nod a volley
belched out at the group. 1o thelr pas
sion of hurry the Cossncks took note
of ne diferonce belween Cfrishd and
fos.
Paul Preobeslas threw up s bands

and bounded furward with a mighty
Jeap. A ped blot stirsd npon his fore
Mend: Fie fell forward upon his hands
nof apobio amin, To him bad come the
vengenieg of God (ndeosd,

A dozon of the prisetiots rolled upon
the sand, onlling thelr commdos to siny
their fire, One of the walling boat's
erew fell helplessly upon the Uiwart
he stoodl Lealde, Colouel Proobosias
wiaggored, recoversd and, prossing Lis
bhand above hin Wip, snnk down upon
hin sent. The boat bogan to rush out
from the shore,

Hefore the Orst minrod was with-
drawn from the roload she shot bebind
the protectivg bull of thy yaoht, und
the Following volley smote harmioss
splintorn past ber storn.  Nor did the
answer dally. Agnin the Innrard of
the carrounde tighteped In Jones' fist,
und hgnin ber bronze mouth woke the
echona,

As the sinoke elonsed and the yacht
entight the wmornlug bireese and went
umoathly out |nto the wnate of glane:
Ing ripples nobore n Wldoous sight was

maulfest In the face of the prowlog i

day.  Plied, weifhing and in agony, Iny
the noldbers of the esnr and tossed nnd
twined thelr torn Hinba amtd pools of |
blowl, OFf twoscore ten ot top stoodd
upon thelr feet In sound bodsy when
the evhors fell to slience. Vorlly, the I
foray left a erimson trall to mark s
path

AS the Lireene swulled upon the ean-
vias [ the larger oMag the yacht
botinded forwand and drew awny from
the hivaped borrorms of the =hare. ‘The
gy of the stalued unlforms minglad
In the gras of the bowlders A fow
wpnttering bullots frothed circles upon
the won about her, nml 8 chpdee bl
or two fonnd her sldes. A shie gained
wny evetl these foll far belilnd hor, and
the Dgures on the shore grow  Indis.
tingt. The fu.est showed as & groon
llue above the sandy forgabore. Boom
the lund erept under the hnge that
hovered over the shinllows, Forost
and rock showied as one.  The const
died Into A shedowy rotropest neross
the widening belt of wen

Down In the saloou theay placed the [
rolonsl, apd Bare was Lnsy dbont him |
with impupsive nitention, Pekide him |
koalt bis daughiter and hid hee face In
the eushilons timt pillowed bis head,
Doswsond, W froed pud haggned
with unnl*n\ At the sofa (oot |

With fr tie hands the skiiled
mrgeon Hured the red bullet hode and

many anocent lives enll aloud for kis probed the deptha of the erusl wound, |

Wilmar, mising hor oyes, tHed 1o road I
his venrsdiet 1o Nis Pace, Theare wise
stillness anuterabie 1 the Hitle cabin. |

A puezied look crossed Barr's Mmos.
He withidrew the probe dmemiogly. |
A spanm twitahed ncrose the wuinded
man's tswple, Ilyl he made no senmd
It wis & !N"lﬂl:luun hand, hawever,
that bo Intd npon his dsnghiters golder |
hend.  Thea be looked up at Harr |
with a gulck mplle and nodibed.

*“Yeu," Lo snld, =1 hnd but a mobth |
told me |

or (Wo anyway Blevnlia
when | was in Vienaa jlast yoar. The
growih would bave kil e Ihﬂl

why should | grieve the obtld bafore
her thoe™

Milwar was staring ot
wondering, despurate cywn

“Father!™ she oried “Father! What
i 1t You koew, and jou never toll
me! And | win to be alote! You wil)
ave me™ And she threw bhersell
upon the bedslde walling.

“No, sweattistirt, bot alons. You will
change a poor. wornont faiher for a
brand vew lover, who st of nll ien
you bave mot rescmbles e "1 8
poor copy U've sel” lie weat on wihim
sledlly, “'but clreumataness make ouy
Bves whist ey dre” Apd be patted
hor bowed hond, with the saille clisets
ful us ever oo lis whlie face.

It was the fourth day when the ead

gule behlnil them, they wore racing
past the Pluland gull with every sall
and the foam daubing Iy from |
bows, 'They bore hlm oo deck at |

blm  with |

“He would not hown

hainrt,” pakd
and hin dogs of war were looss In the
Baltie, and soon the roar of battle
would resound before Cronstadt and
Bomarsund.

Colotiel Preobesinn turned nod fased
toward ilie great ships exultingly, the
Hght of telumph In bis eyon, Tl Hon
at the bear's throat at last! he oallsdd
In & volee that was young and strong.
“1 have seen my desite upun my sne
wies. Nune dimittis, nune dimittis™

They ran nnd kpsit boslde hio:, but
his oyes wore for the feat glone. They
glowed upon it with an scdtasy of tri-
umph as wwerlng over thein Ih moun-
taink of ragged canves the groat three
deckers swept by, Stll gasing, but sl
lent, he woarched the belms starboard
and the grim prows tack gulfward,
straighitoning themaelves upon the tar
off guns of the esar. He kbow now
thut in very sorety the llood of Paland
no longer ealled from the ground un-
answersd, The tirea lids drooped, and
& wsirnoge smile played apoot his
mouth, 1o s reverie ho dwelt npon his
thonghts of a righieous yengeance,
beimming W18 heart with a happlness
whlich was already searcely of earth.

As the flame of life, fed for one mo-
ment by this wtropg fosl of presion,
lenped up to the glow of death kis cyes
opened onee more and yearnsd upon
hin danghter, His thin band sabk up-
oti hera and with It sought Desmond’s
wilting elnsp.

“To have and to hold,” e whispered,
and his smile was a benodiction.

As the growing dimness velled his
ey they owned otoe more to whers
the sails of the warships glenmed on
the eastern horigon. A single word
faltored from bis Ups, “Poland.” and
with the name the colonel passed oul
from thd memory of hor wrongs.

“ile wonld not have had us walt,
Zveethoart,” sald Desmogd as they
wgtchod the sun dip seward with the
glow of promised dawn. *He gave you
to me. Come to me soon, my own!"

She put lher hand n his with a look
that tokd of trust unwitered. “When
you will. 1 have but you, wmy love, my
ova)”

™! ¢
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A Soldleriy GQuality,
BenminerIWhat 18 the chlel quall-
Boation for o soldier)
Fretichitonn—A  thorough kaowhsdgoe
of penmansiip~indinsapolis Jovrpal,

Coaunrt of Leat Resart.
“8o you have declded to spend the
sumner 1 the coutitey this yenr?
“No, slr; | have not, My wife hne
decided It" = "hiladelphia North
Alnerican

No Trouhle,

“Did you have any troubile about
your voto while you woere nt bagno ¥t

"No, sull” poswersd Mr. Emstus
Pinkley. 1 dlda' bave vo trotuble. 1
Jos' wiood on my dignity. 1 pleked ont
my onperdote, and whon de ‘spute
stnht) | osadd dot of duy wonldn' ol
e vate fob him | wouldn' vote foll noe
body."—\Washingron Siar,

I= the Year 2080,

It was o very different meal from A
Vietoring LreakTost. The ride sasu
of bread oeeding 1o be carved nod
Riuearod over sith asimal fut Belod
they conkd be made pilstible, the =
reeogulnalile  froguiebls  of  vooonil
illled pubmels, Wideously chorred ap
eked, the egen tovn ruthilessly froy
betiontlh  soe  protesting  het—e
things as these, Though tey sonstitit
ol the orlioury fueg of Victorian tmes
wonkl have awitkeied anly hormar and
divgust in the redosl minds of the peo
Ple of those Lter duya,

fwtoad ” wore pmetes Al cnkes of
Agrevnli nd snricguted desigy, withs
OUE auy atgreestlon g ealer of formt of
e unfortypnte aulinals from whileh

tholt' ® ibviasos nid Julosls weke de
Myod, Thoy appegend oo [HEe Qishe
g ont upot i e Prod s ke bes
B ot wiide of G bebadie

Pl wygrfges oF Lo talile, to Judge by
bovch wal ey, woudd Have appsnred i
noaetoEid eentus g Jwreod to b ooy §
etod witl Due, wiitle dhansk, Lt dhi
waa really uu eshilizsl witallle s
Farv nud ookl ba elumusd  ientaned
alfior m meal  There were haudivith ¢
el Bethe dulides (i Ao Ml nad p
<t ¢ thens wore ptlier Intter didy #lt1

dlugly o o prongm. Al @
md mer it Bilasslf belore bls ph

Mgasl the lavieble  orolirstiy
Bivh Med béu reattug during st e
il pekniged] amd L) dee wir wil

yasje—l'uil Matl LUaAL
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Work Equal to a S8team
Laundry.

No torn Clothes—No Kxtra Ouarges.
ANl work Guarantsed Sallsingtory.

Leogend of n Drog.

hiness lieris wsunlly bave some
legond counected with thews to IMos
trate thelr virtuoes, nnd this Is tho story
connectod with the “Ilaw™ herb: Fiaw
Blhiow Woo wis o very good, very de
vout and very old nn e day he
wil segused of steallng the affections
of his brother's wife atd wie sent 1o
pelson for teinl. Ve bootme voy how
gry and prayed 1o the gods as heenmo
o mat of iy great plety.  During the
wleght n bush sprang wp throngh the
floor of his dungoomn, amd In the morn-
Ing the foawlshed mnn nte the leaves,
PDays wout by while e was walting
for Lis trin), ol he gentinned to plece
out hils scnpty et with e leaves of
the bush.  When e was {aken nig
ponrt for trinl the ailleers exclalmaod;
e ds aob the man who was arrest.
wd o caufned In the eoll  The eul
prit s an old wan; this s 0 youug
an”

Bure enaugh Haw hl becomo
young man (o all appesrances again,
Ho wis lunoeent of the clitrge ngalost
him, and whon relonasd by the Juilge
tiaw told Lim the story of the Hitlo
plant that bad grown up in his eell
uiad Low he had saten the lenves,

The officinls dug wp the shrub and
presentid 1t w the emperor  Hix fami-
Iy for miauy years wua the only obe
timt had the priviioge of eating the
wnered Jesved.  But ps time ksl
slips were et flom gl sent through
the kagdom, ngd now the commotiest
envlie mny eat of the wondecful Taw
plont aud ronesw bis youth If be pos-
weeses apough movey.~Ban Frunclso
Undl,
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